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THE 15TH SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

Saturday, January 13 & Sunday, January 14, 2018 

 

WEEKLY SERVICES 

Daily Liturgy: Monday-Friday at 8:00AM  Holy Confession: Every Monday at 4-6PM 

Holy Liturgy: Saturday at 4:30PM, Sunday at 11:00AM Vespers: Every Saturday at 3:00PM                        

Matins/Orthros: Every Sunday at 9:00AM  Holy Rosary: Every Sunday at 10:30AM 

 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 

Please continue to pray for our convalescing members, including Lorraine Chanatry-Howell, Nancy Gazal, 

Edgar Hallak, Mary Machis, & Rose Pawlinga. Please notify Fr. Shofany in case of illness 

 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: THANK YOU! 

Weekly Collection Jan 6/7: $ 340.00 Memorial Services: $ 40.00 

Fuel: $ 70.00  Christmas Offerings/Party: $ 50.00 

 

† MEMORIAL MASSES † 

THIS SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 

† Ida McHarris, By P. A. Baddles 

† Anne Cragnolin, By her children 

† George Jweid, By Butch & Rosemary Jweid 

 

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 14 

† Ida McHarris, By P. A. Baddles 

† Salwa Atallah-Hamati, By Maggy Atallah 

 

NEXT SATURDAY, JANUARY 20 

† Ida McHarris, By P. A. Baddles 

† Anne Cragnolin, By Eugene & Doris Hutchinson 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 

† Ida McHarris, By P. A. Baddles 

† Salwa Atallah-Hamati, By Maggy Atallah 

 

THANK YOU AND MANY BLESSINGS! 

Sincere thanks to Mr Andy Astour for installing four new Icons (images) at the inside doors of the church. 

The entire St Basil Community appreciates and recognizes Andy’s generosity, love, and devotion offered 

to our magnificent Church. 

 

* ANNOUNCEMENT * 
The next Parish Advisory Council meeting will be held on Mon Jan 15, 6:30 PM, Rectory Meeting Rm. 

THE THEOPHANY IN THE TEACHING OF ST. SOPRONIOS 

 

We hear about the Fathers of the Church, those hierarchs and teachers who have made a lasting impression 

on the Church’s understanding of the Gospel. These texts offer us ample material on which to reflect despite, 

or perhaps because of, their antiquity. 

On our greatest feasts we often proclaim the Fathers’ most lyrical discourses and poetic verses in the context 

of the Liturgy. The most noteworthy examples are the Catechetical Homily by St John Chrysostom, which 

is read on Pascha, and the poetic canons by St John of Damascus and St Cosmas of Maiouma, sung on Pascha 

and the Feast of the Nativity. 

An important patristic text read on the Feast of the Theophany is the prayer at the Great Blessing of Water 

by St Sophronios, who served briefly as Patriarch of Jerusalem (634-638) but whose theological vision has 

inspired Eastern Christians ever since. The following is an excerpt from that prayer. 

St Sopronios of Jerusalem on the Theophany:   

“Today the grace of the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, came upon the waters. 

Today the unwaning sun has dawned, and the world is lit up with the light of the Lord. 

[…]  Today the clouds refresh humanity with a rain of righteousness from above. 

Today the uncreated One is by His own will touched by the creature. 

Today the prophet and forerunner approaches the Master, but pauses in awe, seeing God’s condescension 

towards us. 

Today the waters of the Jordan are turned into healing by the presence of the Lord. 

Today all creation is watered by mystical waters. Today men’s sins are washed away in the waters of the 

Jordan. 

Today Paradise is thrown open to mankind, and the sun of righteousness shines upon us.  

Today the water that the people under Moses found bitter, is turned into sweetness at the presence of the 

Lord. 

Today we are free of the ancient grief, and like a new Israel have been redeemed.  

Today we are delivered from the darkness and are bathed in the light of the knowledge of God. 

Today the world’s gloom is dispersed in the epiphany of our God.  

Today the entire universe is lit as by a heavenly torch.  

Today error is abolished and the coming of the Lord opens the way to salvation. 

Today the heavenly joins the earthly in celebration, and that which is below holds discourse with that 

which is above.  

Today the holy and vibrant assembly of the Orthodox rejoices. 

Today the Master hastens towards baptism in order to raise mankind to the heights.  

Today He who bends to none, bows before His own servant, so as to free us from bondage. 

Today heaven has been deeded to us, for of the Lord’s kingdom there shall be no end. 

Today the earth and the sky have divided the world’s joy, and the world is filled with gladness. 

The waters saw You, O God, the waters saw You and were afraid. The Jordan reversed its flow when it 

saw the fire of divinity descending bodily and entering it. 

The Jordan turned back, seeing the Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove and hovering about You. 

The Jordan turned back seeing the invisible become visible, the creator made flesh, the Master in the form 

of servant. 

The Jordan turned back and the mountains leapt, seeing God in the flesh, and the clouds gave voice, 

marveling at the One present, light of light, true God of true God, who submerged in the Jordan the death of 

disobedience and the sting of error and the bond of Hades, giving to the world a baptism of salvation.” 

    (Jan Leaflets 2018) 
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