
ST BASIL GREEK MELKITE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
901 Sherman Drive, Utica, New York 13501 

Phone 315.732.4662 Email stbasilsutica@gmail.com 

Website www.stbasilutica.org 

 

SUNDAY 5th AFTER EASTER 

Saturday May 25, Sunday May 26, 2019 

 
WEEKLY SERVICES 

Daily Liturgy: Monday-Friday at 8:30AM  Holy Confession: Every Monday at 4-6PM 
Holy Liturgy: Saturday at 4:30PM, Sunday at 11:00AM Vespers: Every Saturday at 3:00PM                        

Matins/Orthos: Every Sunday at 9:00AM       Holy Rosary: Every Sunday at 10:30AM 
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
Please continue to pray for our convalescing friends, including Rt. Rev. Edward Kakaty, Archdeacon George Yanni, 

Jordan Barahmeh, Michael Klockowski, Lawrence Bleiberg, Maggy Attalah, Nancy Gazzal, Rose Pawlinga, and Jean 

Benoit. Please notify Fr. Shofany in case of illness. 
 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: THANK YOU! 
Weekly Collection May 18/19: $ 399.00      Cheese Sale: $000. 00            

         Memorial Offering: $ 00.00                                      PayPal- Donation: 000.00 

 
† MEMORIAL MASSES † 

 

THIS SATURDAY, MAY 25 
† William Chanatry, By Louis & Julie Shkane 

† Rose Mary Trevisani, By Robert Lalli 
 

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 26 
† William Chanatry, By Louis & Julie Shkane 

† Adel & Bahejeh Gianji , By Their Children 

NEXT SATURDAY, JUNE 1 
† William Chanatry, By Louis & Julie Shkane 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 2 
† William Chanatry, 90th anniversary of his birth, By Robert Lalli 
 

* ANNOUNCEMENT * 
 

The next Parish Pastoral Council meeting will be held on Mon June 3, 6:30 PM, Rectory Meeting Rm 
 

 

 

 

 

OUR HUMANITY GLORIFIED IN CHRIST 

 

Christ is exalted “at the right hand” of the Father was part of the earliest preaching of the apostles. 

When Peter was summoned to the same Sanhedrin that had condemned Jesus, he proclaimed, “The 

God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted 

to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” 

(Acts 5:30-31). This was the same witness which condemned the Protomartyr Stephen to death for 

saying, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 

(Acts 7:55) Little wonder, then, that this image found its way into the fundamental creeds of the 

Church, repeated by Christians the world over each day. 

The apostles and others who spoke of God’s “right hand” knew they were using a metaphor, an 

anthropomorphism (giving a human feature, in this case a “right hand,” to God). To sit at the right 

hand of an earthly king was the place of power and honor. The one who held that place acted in the 

name of the king and was entitled to the same respect as the king.  To say that Jesus sits at the “right 

hand” of the Father clearly places Him as equal in glory to the Father Himself. 

The Word of God, truly incarnate in Jesus the Son of Mary, is inseparably joined to our humanity. 

As such He has enthroned our human nature at the Father’s right hand.  

This new and unique reality is expressed in the icon of the feast. The throne of the eternal Trinity is 

often depicted as three concentric circles. In the midst of them, up borne by angels, is Christ in His 

humanity. It is this detail from the ascension icon which we find in the dome of our churches as the 

Pantokrator, the Almighty One, the Head of His Body which is the Church. 

The feast of Christ’s Ascension, then, is also the glorification of our human nature and the seal of 

Christ’s ministry on earth. As the Fathers expressed it, the Son of God became human that humans 

might become divine. 

We Are Ascended Also:  In Christ, our humanity is now seated at the Father’s right, but in a real 

sense He is not alone. His humanity in the heavens is but the first of many who will be glorified 

with Him. St Paul describes this in an agricultural image: Christ is the first of the crop; we are meant 

to be the rest of the crop! “Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first-fruits of those 

who have fallen asleep… For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each 

one in his own order: Christ the first-fruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Cor 

inthians 15: 20-23  

Thus, St John Chrysostom, when speaking of the ascended Christ, uses the plural: “we have 

ascended.” If the “first-fruits” have ascended, the rest of the crop has as well. “We who seemed 

unworthy of the earth, are now raised to heaven. “We who were unworthy of earthly dominion have 

been raised to the Kingdom on high, have ascended higher than heaven, have come to occupy the 

King’s throne, and the same nature from which the angels guarded Paradise, did not stop until it 

ascended to the throne of the Lord. 

“He ascended, and with Him our body ascended also. … Amazing! Look again, how He has raised 

the Church. As though He were lifting it up by some engine, He has raised it up to a vast height, 

and set it on that throne; for where the Head is, there is the body also. There is no interval of 

separation between the Head and the body; for if there were a separation, then the one would no 

longer be a body, nor would the other any longer be a Head.” (MayLeaflets2019) 
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