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SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTATION OF THE CORSS 

Saturday, September 7 & Sunday, September 8, 2019 

 
WEEKLY SERVICES 

Daily Liturgy: Monday-Friday at 8:30AM     Holy Confession: Every Monday at 4-6PM 
Holy Liturgy: Saturday at 4:30PM, Sunday at 11:00AM    Vespers: Every Saturday at 3:00PM                        

Matins/Orthos: Every Sunday at 9:00AM     Holy Rosary: Every Sunday at 10:30AM 
 

SPEEDY RECOVERY 
 

Please continue to pray for our convalescing friends, including Archdeacon George Yanni, Jordan 

Barahmeh, Michael Klockowski, Eugene Hutchinson, Maggy Attalah, Nancy Gazzal, Rose 

Pawlinga and Jean Benoit. Please notify Fr. Shofany in case of illness. 
 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: THANK YOU! 
 

Weekly Collection August 25: $ 148.00                                          Cheese Sale: $ 00.00 

 

Weekly Collection August 31/ Sept 1: $ 459.00                                  Home Visit: $ 50.00 

Cheese Sale: $ 80.00                                                                               
 

† MEMORIAL MASSES † 
 

THIS SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7  
†Alfred Chanatry, 4th Memorial Anniversary, By Eugene & Doris Hutchinson 
 

THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8  
† Frederick Kopyt, By John & Dana Ata 
 

NEXT SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
† Salwa Atallah- Hamati, By Nellie & Maggy Atallah 

† Nicola Atallah, By Nellie & Maggy Atallah 

 

NEXT SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14 

† Frederick Kopyt, By John & Dana Ata 

†Alfred Chanatry, 4th Memorial Anniversary, By his wife & Children 
 

* ANNOUNCEMENT * 
The next Parish Pastoral Council meeting will be held on Mon September 9, 6:30 PM, Rectory Meeting Rm 

 

NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS 
 

SEPTEMBER 1 MARKS THE BEGINNING of the Byzantine Church Year. An important part of this annual cycle 

of feasts and fasts is the sequence of the Twelve Great Feasts which, together with the “Feast of Feasts,” 

Pascha, commemorates the major events in the life of Christ.  

The first of the feasts in this annual cycle is observed on September 8, the Nativity of the Theotokos. Our 

“life of Christ,” then begins with the birth of His Mother, just as it concludes with the commemoration of 

her Dormition. “This day is for us the beginning of all holy days” (St Andrew of Crete) because the birth of 

Mary is the overture to the coming of Christ. The Church Year thereby affirms that one cannot glorify Christ 

apart from His Mother nor can we honor the Theotokos apart from her Son. This connection is made clear 

in the troparion of the feast, which moves quickly from honoring Mary to proclaiming Christ: “Your Nativity, 

O Mother of God, heralded joy to the whole universe, for from you rose the Sun of Justice, Christ our God. 

Taking away the curse, He imparted the blessings, and by abolishing Death, He gave us everlasting life.” 

The Source of Our Celebrations: The Gospels do not record anything about the Holy Virgin prior to the 

Annunciation. The account of her birth on which our feast is based is found in the Protoevangelium of James, 

a second-century collection of “infancy narratives,” stories describing the births of Jesus and Mary. The first 

part - which early manuscripts call The Story of the Birth of Saint Mary, Mother of God –describes her 

nativity and her dedication to the temple, an event which we also celebrate in our Church Year (November 

21). Written in Greek, the Protoevangelium was translated into a number of languages and was known 

throughout the early Christian world. In the early third century, the Alexandrian scholar Origen referred to 

it as a dubious and recent composition, despite its claim to have been written by James, the brother of the 

Lord. Today it is thought that the Protoevangelium contains a mixture of apostolic traditions coming down 

from the first Christians along with narrative embellishments to “fill in the blanks” in the stories of the Lord 

and His Mother. This desire to shed light on the hidden lives of Christ and His Mother is especially evident 

in another work popular in the first millennium, known as The Book of the Nativity of Mary and the 

Childhood of the Savior or the Infancy Gospel of Matthew. It combines the story of Mary from the 

Protoevangelium and apocryphal stories of Jesus from the second-century Infancy Gospel of Thomas. 

The Story of Mary’s Birth: The tradition preserved in the Protoevangelium is that Mary was the daughter 

of Joachim and Ann, born to them late in life. The literary embellishment in this work tells tell how Joachim, 

although a generous donor to the temple, was mocked for being childless. Recalling how Abraham had been 

given a child in his old age, Joachim retired to the wilderness to pray for a similar blessing. In response 

angels appeared to Joachim and Ann promising that their prayers have been heard and that Ann would 

conceive. Our feast of the Maternity of St Ann (December 9) recalls her conception of the Virgin Mary.  

Then, “When her time was fulfilled, in the ninth month, Ann gave birth. And she said to the midwife: ‘What 

have I brought forth?’ And she said: ‘A girl’. Then Ann said: ‘My soul has been magnified this day.’ … 

when the days were fulfilled, Ann was purified, and gave her breast to the child, and called her name Mary” 

(Protoevangelium 5).  

The Place of Mary’s Birth: The Protoevangelium does not identify the place where Mary was born. 

Different local traditions claim at least two possible locations: the village of Sepphoris, a few miles from 

Nazareth, and the neighborhood of the “shepherd’s pool” in the old city of Jerusalem. Byzantine basilicas 

were constructed in both places in the fifth century with the Jerusalem basilica designated as “the place where 

Mary was born.” Mary’s birth is celebrated by most of the historic Churches on September 8 (Copts and 

Ethiopians observe it on May 9). The first mention of this feast is at the beginning of the sixth century when 

a new church, dedicated to St Ann, replaced the basilica at the Shepherds’ Pool. The present Church of St 

Ann, constructed by Crusaders in the twelfth century, occupies this site today. A shrine in the church’s crypt 

commemorates the conception and birth of Mary.  (AugustLeaflets2019) 
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